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Motorcycle a

family affair

BY GREGG WILLIAMS

CANWTST NIWS STRVICE

After 38 years on the road, one BMW

motarcycle has only cver had mwo pilots.

The first would he the original owner,

George Jones. The secrnd ishis nephew
and cwrent owner, Paul Leochko.

Tigh River, Alta., resident Jones is in

his early 80s, and been an avid motor-

cyclist most of his life. ITe started at 16
abward an army surptus Harley-David-
son WLC maodel.

Bitten by the bug, he suld the Harley
and bought from Walt Healy Motorcy-
cles in Calgary a brand new 650cc Tri-
umph T1 10 Jones toured aboatd the Tri-
umph, goingthrough the States as far as
Ruffalo, NY., and back.

“The Triumph was a great running

hike," Jones recalls, “hwt you leave it si,
and you've golan oifpalch underilwher-
ever youpackit”

Tones and his wile o[ 50 years, Muriel,
also tourcdaboard a 1970 Yamaha XS650
twin motorcyele. It ¥ibrated so badly his
hands would go numb and Muriel was
uncoemmlortable on the pillion.

‘Continued on Page C28
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Nephew maintains his uncle’s 1972 BMW bike in its original glory

From Page C26

“1'd heard that BMWs were
smooth-running bikes,” Jones says.
With thatinformarion in hand, and
the fact that he liked the look of the
German-made mororcycles, on
March 4, 1972, hewent o TRT BMW
in Calgary and boughta brand new
1972 R75/5 in Monza Blue Melallic
for$1,200.

“That was kind of cxpensive, itwas
a bitmare than what other bikes cost

backthen;' Jonesadmits. Butthecou-
plewascomloriable on the BMW and
ey used it extensively, wavelling o
B.C.including Vancouver Island and
into the United Stares.

B was a toaster-tank BMW Lhal
Jones had boughy, and even though
his nephew Paul Leochko was
only [our years old at 1he time, Lhe
machine left an indelible impres-
sion on the youngster.

"1 was alittle scared of bhikes, but!
remember my auntand uncle com-

ing around on it Calgary resident
Lenchko, 42, says. “He’dwork onthe
bike in the garage, and I'd siton the
porch and watch. He'd Lake me [or
aride, I'd be on the gas tank and my
aunl was on the back”

As he had only his fearner’s per-
mitat the time, his uncle wouldride

along on the BMW as the pair toured
to destinations such as Banff, (Oko-
toks and High River.

As he got older, Lenchko took an
ever-increasinginterest in motorcy-

cling. ['lis dad boughta 1974 Yama-
ha 300 and I.eochko started to ride
that machine o the street.

Heusedilless lhroughoul Lhe 1990s,
huthe'd always male an effort w start
ilonceor Iwice a yearand make sure
il was in running condition. In 2005
hehad the bike completely tuned up
and fitted with new tires.

Leochko now rides lThe BMW 10
special events, such as Thursday
Night Bile Night atthe A&W on 16th
Avenue and on Ride For Sight.

A 2005 Harley-Davidson Sports-
ter takes him onlonger tours, but the
BHIW — with 117,000 kilometres on
lhe clock — isspecial lo him,

“Tverything is 100 per cent origi-
nal, with the exception of the tires,
hattery, gas lines and spark plugs {or
consumables, as they are known),”
Leachko says. “The paint has some
scrapes and scuffs, butthe only peo-
plewho haveridden this bikearemy
uncleand I, and we put them there.
P'd never consider restoring i

@ UNLICENSED REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED / REPRODUGCTION INTERDITE SANS PERMIS @

JULD

305 82538b



